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Dates for your Diary 

 
 
Chairman’s Message     
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Well - from one extreme to the other! Heavy snowfall in February and 
heatwave in July – but isn’t the heat tiring – and demanding?  Gardens 
and allotments need constant watering! 
 

  

OLD SOUTHERONIANS’ ASSOCIATION 
SUSSEX BRANCH 

NEWSLETTER – AUTUMN 2018 
 

 

Thurs 30 Aug 
  Ramble 

Walk in Lewes and to Railway Land 
if time permits, starting at station 

Meet 11.00 

Tues 4 Sept 
  Social 

Hampden Park Railway Club, 
Station Approach, Hampden Pk 

From 10.45 

Thurs 13 Sept 
  Kent Social 

JD Wetherspoons “The Thomas 
Waghorn”, Chatham 

From 11.30 

Thurs 27 Sept 
  Ramble 

Ramble along Littlehampton 
seafront, starting at station 

Meet 11.00 

Thurs 4 Oct 
  Social 

Bognor Regis Railway Club, 
35 Station Road, Bognor Regis 

From 10.45 

Thurs 11 Oct 
  Kent Social 

JD Wetherspoons “The Humphrey 
Bean”, Tonbridge 

From 11.30 

Tues 6 Nov 
  Social 

Newhaven Railway Club, Railway 
Approach, Newhaven Town 

From 10.45 

Thurs 8 Nov 
  Lunch 

Ramblers’ Lunch, 
Cooden Beach Hotel 

PRE-BOOK 
WITH STEVEN 

Tuesday 4 Dec 
  Concert 

John Rutter Christmas Celebration 
at Royal Albert Hall 

PRE-BOOK 
WITH CLAIRE 
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Thank you to all who have responded to the Data Protection Regulation 
pro-formas- there are a few of you who have yet to respond. FAILURE 
TO DO SO WILL RESULT IN NO FURTHER NEWSLETTERS AS WE 
DO NOT HAVE YOUR PERMISSION TO KEEP YOUR DETAILS, and 
the details we do have must be disposed of within three months. We did 
not make up this rule – it is an EU directive. 
 
I mentioned rambles in my last message and I’m prone now to call them 
“ambles” more than rambles, as they’re not long distances. We had to 
cancel the July one due to lack of a leader coming forward, but there will 
be one in August (led by myself) and September – see front page. We 
are getting short of leaders so please consider leading one – help will be 
given to arrange. If there are no volunteers to arrange, this could well be 
the last year of operation. 
 
Enjoy the good weather while it lasts – never before will I be so happy to 
see rain!                        Best wishes 
                                           Brian 
 
Profile of your Chairman – Brian Read 
 

 

Born in 1947, eldest of three children. 
Married, two children from previous marriage, 
and seven grandchildren overall. 
 
Joined British Railways, Southern Region, in 
1965 at Divisional Office, Essex House, 
Croydon as Guards Roster Clerk. 
Progressed through Station Management, 
Red Star Area Parcels Manager and finished 
as Duty Control Manager for Eurostar at 
Waterloo.  
 

Retired in 2005 and undertook consultancy work for Network Rail 2006-
10. Finally retired.  Past Chairman of Gatwick Branch of Chartered 
Institute of Transport, member of Sussex Police Community Search 
Team and active volunteer with South Downs National Park amongst 
other activities.   Interests include ‘0’ gauge model railways, railway 
archaeology and gardening/allotment. 
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Rambles 
 
Thank you to Phil Evans for planning and leading a Ramble 
through Brighton, from the station to the Marina on 31 May, which 
was well attended and very much enjoyed.     
 

 
                Photo: Phil Evans 

 
One of the nicest things about the Rambles is how many people 
choose to find lunch together at the end, at a suitable hostelry.  
Optional, of course, but part of the fun for many. 
 
The Ramble on Thursday 30 August will be led by our Branch 
Chairman, Brian Read.  We will meet up at 11.00 outside the front 
of Lewes Railway Station, for an amble through Lewes (one hill) 
and, if time permits, the Railway Land Nature Reserve, ending in 
the historic Cliffe High Street, adjacent to Harvey’s Brewery.    
 
Finally, there is a seafront Ramble on Thursday 27 September 
which will start at Littlehampton station at 11.00.  We do hope to 
see some of you there to get a lovely breath of sea air. This will be 
led by Tony and Deirdre Luff. 
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Socials 
 
If you’ve never been to any of these Socials before, do give them 
a try;  whether you live in Kent or Sussex you are welcome at 
both!  We guarantee a warm welcome and a chance to renew old 
friendships or make new ones.  No need to book for any of them! 
 
 
Our Kent Socials take place in JD Wetherspoons pubs, where we 
gather for a drink and chat, and some people follow this with lunch 
(all at own expense).  They are very casual events, and everyone 
is very welcome.   See the front page for forthcoming dates and 
venues - we hope to see you there on one of these occasions. 
 
Our Sussex Socials take place in Railway Clubs or similar, and 
the format is that we gather at the venue for coffee/tea at 10.45 or 
11.00 (depending on venue) and later have a light buffet meal with 
a cash bar.  A raffle is held – prizes are always gratefully received 
-  and there’s a chance to hear about forthcoming outings, people 
news and events.  Note that the coffee/tea and buffet are provided 
to you free of charge, and we just ask that you support the raffle 
by buying some tickets, as this is how we fund next month’s event! 
 
The next three Socials in Sussex take place at: 

Hampden Park – 4 Sept  
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Bognor Regis – 4 Oct 
 

Newhaven Town -  6 Nov 
 
 
 
Plea for photos 
 
Please do send us any photos taken at our events, for inclusion in 
future newsletters.  It’s so useful to show new members the sorts of 
events we enjoy together, and to whet their appetite for the next 
ones.   Any other photos of local railway interest would also be 
considered – please note there is a limit to the space available! 
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Outings 
 
 
Tuesday 4 December 2018, 3.00pm 
By popular demand, we’re repeating last year’s outing to the John  
Rutter Christmas Celebration, at the Royal Albert Hall.  This is a 
glorious combination of a classical concert, a sing-along of 
traditional carols, a Christmas Quiz and a whole lot of fun.   It 
features the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the Temple Church 
Choir and The Purcell Singers, all conducted by John Rutter, who 
is also the compere and quizmaster. 
 

 
 
Tickets cost £21.37 each (which is the £18.87 Royal Philharmonic 
price, plus RAH booking fee)  
To book this outing, please send your cheque payable to:  
OLD SOUTHERONIANS ASSOCIATION – SUSSEX BRANCH   
together with an SAE (important!)   
to: Claire Wickes, 85 Larkspur Drive, Burgess Hill, West Sussex, 
RH15 0UL    Tel:  01444-246379    CLOSING DATE: 20th Sept 
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Swanning around on the river 
 
This was the view at the end of our Thames boat trip recently, when 
we had a two-hour “cruise, tea and scones” from Windsor.  A big 
thank you to French Brothers Thames Cruises crew for looking after 
us so well.  I have a feeling we’ll be back…….. 
 

 
Photo:  Claire Wickes 

 
 
Ramblers’ Lunch 
 
Enclosed with your newsletter is a booking form for the annual 
Ramblers’ Lunch, held at the Cooden Beach Hotel.  This year’s will 
be on Thursday 8 November.   We do hope we will see as many as 
possible of you there – it’s not just for Ramblers. Bookings direct to 
Steven Saunders please – see booking form.  
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Membership                            - John Buckland 
 
Currently, we are 441 strong, comprising 398 life members and 43 
spouses, and 17 from whom we have not received any response 
regarding contributions. 
 
Arrivals 
We extend a warm welcome to the following: 

- J.W.Berry, Worthing (Southern Railway, Portslade) 
- Mike Stevens (CM&EE, Friars Bridge Court) re-joining after 

our having lost contact with him in 2016 
 
Resignations 
 S. Cross, Seaford (for health reasons) 

Mrs S.E. Goosey, Tonbridge (for health reasons) 
R. Wellman, Ashford (for health reasons) 

 
Departures (Deceased) 

A. Cave, Horsham 
F.G. Clarke, Hailsham (aged 104) 
Ray Dean, Brighton 
W. Hartley, Headcorn 
John Haddon, Woking Homes 
Allan Lewis, Wye 
A.D. Mills, Portslade 
Maurice Turner, West Hoathly 
 

(with acknowledgements to Mike Mundy, Brian Read & Peter 
Underwood for their initiative in ensuring funeral details were 
circulated; donations can still be made in Maurice’s memory to the 
Bluebell Railway Trust via Masters & Son, Masters House, Lewes 
Road, Lindfield RH16 2LE) 
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Mileposts – Wedding  Anniversaries 

  
Diamond Weddings 
 

- Shirley & David Fair, Southwick on 13 September 
- Esther & Robert Dadswell, Burgess Hill on 20 September 

 
Golden Weddings 
 

- Jasmine & Malcolm Holmes, Seaford on 28 August 
- Gillian & Charlie Verrall, Seaford on 31 August  
- Margaret & Phil Evans, Burgess Hill on 7 September 
- Glenise & Graham Buck, Haywards Heath on 9 September 
- Elaine & Edward Booth, Seaford on 14 September 

 
Mileposts – Birthdays 
Congratulations to the following, who will have attained 90 years of 
age – or more – with birthdays falling in July, August & September 
of this year:  

B.N. Candy,   A.V. Carter,   Mrs K.J. Carter, 
D.R. Edwards,  F.E. Grout,   Mrs B.J. Groves,  

J.B.W. Heyman,  V.W.T.Higgs,  Mrs S.M. Hope, 
Miss A. King,  Mrs M. Light,  Mrs G. Lillywhite,  

Mrs B. May,   D.C. Payne,   M.F.A. Rose,  
T.C. Seaman 
 
 

          To read our 
posts on Facebook, search 
for OSA Sussex Branch   
and click the “Like” button 
with the thumbs-up sign 

        To see our 
tweets on Twitter, 

search for OsaSussex 
and click on the “Follow” 

button 
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Association News                               - John Buckland 
 
 
The Association’s Executive Committee had to consider the 
futures of two Branches at its meeting held in July; both Leo 
Dolling and Penny Sheard had indicated that they were unable to 
continue as West of England and Bournemouth Branch 
Secretaries and, in consequence, the Committee would have to 
determine whether they should be regarded as closed, with our 
colleagues in those Branches having an option of terminating their 
membership or accepting transfer to Southampton Branch. Further 
details will be given following the next Executive meeting. 
 
Members are reminded that the Association’s Welfare Trust Fund 
exists to provide financial assistance to any member who may be 
faced with unexpected expense, such as funeral costs, disability 
equipment and stairlifts which could make life easier, or 
replacement of essentials such as boiler, cooker or ‘fridge. In the 
first instance a responsible Branch Officer will determine the 
circumstances – in complete confidence – and make the 
necessary approach to the Welfare Sub-Committee, who are 
empowered to award a grant where this is considered appropriate. 
 
Woking Homes provide the very best in residential care. It is the 
only Home in the country dedicated to the care of former railway 
staff and widows. Further information can be obtained from the 
website: www.woking-homes.co.uk or by telephone to 01483 
763558. 
 
 

 
  

http://www.woking-homes.co.uk/
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Welding                   -   by David Joyce 
 
Thanks to David Joyce for writing us this 
series of articles about welding on the 
railways. Here is the third and final part. 
 

Continuous Welded Track (CWR) 

Much of the work of maintaining jointed 
track is at rail end joints for reasons 
previously given - especially when joints 
become dipped.  

The earliest trials with CWR in this 
country date back to before the last world 
war when the London Passenger 
Transport Board made tentative steps 
toward putting CWR in its tunnels based 
on practices undertaken before the war 
on continental and American railways.  

Trials on British Railways commenced in 
1955 which resulted in CWR becoming a 
reliable standard for universal installation 
on main and secondary routes by 1968.  
Further enhancement to the rail profile 
produced the 113A section, which was 
the universal standard until about 1998. 

Most materials react to temperature 
changes by expanding or contracting, 
and track rails are no exception and 
therefore in CWR temperature generated 
tensile and compression forces need to 
be restrained - this is achieved by 
increasing the number of sleepers, 
usually concrete, from 24 to 28 (per 60ft 
length) together with deeper, well 
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consolidated bed ballast, higher ballast shoulders, fastenings with 
good toe hold and “stressing” the rail. 

In CWR, long flash butt welded rails, generally in 300, 600 and 
1200ft lengths, are delivered and off loaded on site where they are 
installed to be welded together in situ. In preparation for the final 
weld a predetermined length of each rail at one end is fastened 
down as an anchor whilst rollers are placed at intervals under the 
foot of the remainder before the rail is artificially “stretched” to the 
length it would expand to at 80 degrees F (UK “stress free” 
temperature)  by the use of hydraulic tensors before fastening 
down the rail whilst it is still in tension.   

Resultant overlapping rail is then cut to leave a 22mm gap before 
rail ends are aligned, moulds attached and luted to the rail section 
in preparation for the final welds to be poured. 

(There are alternative methods of in-situ track welding but the use 
of molten steel is still the most common.) 

Both the “Thermit” and more recent “Railtec” welding systems 
employ the aluminothermic reaction. 

Rail weld portions are available to suit the gap to be welded and 
contain not only granulated aluminum and iron oxide powder but 
also alloy additions and scrap metal to produce steel that matches 
that of the rail in question and also to reduce the temperature of 
the molten steel pour to approx.2500 degrees C. 
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Tensors are left in position for 20mins after pour, to prevent hot 
tears, whilst the weld moulds are removed and the cast metal 
trimmed ready for grinding to rail profile.   There is no limit to the 
length that CWR can be laid but where it does end adjustment 
switches are provided to accommodate expansion over the last 
300ft. 

 

 
 
If you’re looking for railway books, please support Keith Jarrett of 
rail-books.co.uk who helps us by enabling us to post newsletters 
at reduced cost.  Have a look at:   www.rail-books.co.uk   to shop 
online, or phone Keith on 0208 648 7328 (18:30 to 21:30 is best). 

 

 
Travel News                                                 – Steven Saunders 
 
Travel facilities on the former “Heathrow Connect” service 
 
You can now use your rail staff travel facilities (Staff Travel Card, 
TOC Privilege Card, Status Pass, TfL Privilege Oyster and Oyster 
Status Pass) on the whole of the former Heathrow Connect route 
between Paddington and Heathrow.  The service, which serves 
intermediate stations between Paddington and Heathrow Airport, 
has been operated by TfL Rail since 20 May, having previously 
been a joint operation by Great Western Railway and Heathrow 
Airport Ltd.  From December 2018 it will become part of the new 
Elizabeth (Crossrail) Line. 
 
Privilege fares continue to be available at all times on the faster, but 
more expensive, Heathrow Express. 
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Heritage railways in the West 
 
Rail Staff Travel have announced that agreement has been reached 
with Avon Valley Railway and Helston Railway with effect from  
1 June 2018, so that all rail staff travel facilities holders of a Staff 
Travel Card or a TOC Privilege Card can enjoy a 75% discount on 
all standard class, single and return, adult and child fares.   
 
The Avon Valley Railway operates services over 3 miles of the 
former Midland Railway between Bristol and Bath. Trains run on 
Saturdays (Diesel) and Sundays (Steam) from April to September, 
plus selected Wednesdays (Steam) from May to September, and 
from Tuesday to Thursday in school half terms and the summer 
holidays.  
 

 
Avon Riverside station links to a picnic area and riverside trail that cars  

cannot reach                                                           Photo: Steven Saunders 
 
All rail staff travel facilities holders, including active and retired 
safeguarded staff (holders of a Staff Travel Card) and active non-
safeguarded TOC staff (holders of a TOC Privilege Card) and their 
eligible family members, can enjoy a 75% discount on all its 
standard class, single and return, adult and child fares throughout 
the year. For example, Adults normally cost £8, Concessions £7 
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and Children £6 so the Priv rate will be £2 for adults (all ages) and 
£1.50 for children.  
 
The discounted fares are valid on Timetables A, B & D with the only 
limitation being that they are not valid for travel on Santa or Dining 
trains. 
 
The Helston Railway operates services in the heart of West 
Cornwall on one mile of restored track on the former track bed 
between Helston & Gwinear Road. Trains run between Easter and 
November on selected days, either steam or diesel services.  
 
All staff travel facilities holders, including active and retired 
safeguarded staff (holders of a Staff Travel Card) and active non-
safeguarded TOC staff (holders of a TOC Privilege Card) and their 
eligible family members, can enjoy a 75% discount on all its 
standard class, single and return, adult and child fares throughout 
the year. For example, an adult fare will now cost £2.00.  
 
The only limitation on use is that the discounted fares would not be 
valid for travel on special event days or Santa Specials. 
 

 
Brake van rides are available on the Helston Railway 

Photo:  Steven Saunders 
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Heritage railways in the South 
 
Just a reminder of the list of heritage railways in and near to our 
area where you can obtain reduced fares with your travel facilities: 
 

• Bluebell Railway (50% discount)  

• Isle of Wight Railway 

• Kent and East Sussex Railway 

• Mid-Hants Railway (Watercress Line) 

• Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway (Privilege rate 
tickets are only issued if purchasing a Romney Rover and 
are not available for use on special event days) 

• Swanage Railway  
 
And don’t forget there is unlimited free leisure travel for Staff 
Travel Card/TOC Privilege Card holders on London Tramlink; 
simply show your Staff Travel Card or TOC Privilege Card to any 
revenue protection staff on the tram.  You don’t even have to date 
a box for the day you are travelling.  London Tramlink runs from 
East and West Croydon to Wimbledon, Elmers End, Beckenham 
Junction and New Addington. 
 
Brighton Main Line:  
Changes to the planned temporary line closures 
 
Network Rail, in consultation with the Department for Transport 
and Govia Thameslink Railway, has now decided to re-programme 
the planned extensive maintenance and improvement work 
between Three Bridges and Brighton or between Three Bridges 
and Lewes.  The 9-day full closure in October has been cancelled.  
Instead, the line will be closed for work to be carried over several 
weekends between September 2018 and May 2019 as follows: 
 
September Sat 08 
October Sat/Sun 06/07, Sat/Sun 13/14, Sat/Sun 20/21, 
Sat/Sun 27/28  
November Sat 03, Sat 10, Sat/Sun 24/25  
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January Sun 06, Sun 27  
February Sat/Sun 09/10  
March  Sat 02, Sat/Sun 23/24, Sat/Sun 30/31  
April  Sat/Sun 06/07  
May  Sun 05  
 
The 9-day full closure during the school half-term week in 
February (Saturday 16 to Sunday 24) 2019 is still going ahead at 
the time of writing. 
 
During the line closures, no trains will run between Three Bridges 
and Brighton or between Three Bridges and Lewes.  Rail 
replacement buses will be in operation, as well as diverted train 
services between London and Brighton via Littlehampton. 
Passengers have been advised to allow considerably more time 
for their journeys during these periods. 
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Main Line Steam in Kent and Sussex (plus the Redhill – 
Guildford line) 
Rail tours with planned steam haulage for at least part of their 
itinerary in the next three months are listed below.  The information 
is given in good faith and is subject to change or cancellation. 
Check on www.uksteam.info/tours for further information. 
 
 

Saturday 22 
September 

LNER A4 Class 
60009 
Union of South 
Africa 

Three Bridges-Eastleigh-
Basingstoke-Oxford and 
return 

Saturday 27 
October 

LNER 
Thompson Class 
B1 61306 
Mayflower 

Sheffield Park (Bluebell Rly)-
Worcester and return 

Tuesday 20 
November 

Motive power to 
be confirmed 

West Brompton-Redhill-
Guildford-Gloucester and 
return 

Tuesday 27 
November 

LMS “Black 5” 
45212/45305 

Victoria-Eastbourne, 
Hastings-Victoria 

 
The Belmond British Pullman is currently scheduled to run from 
Victoria via Staines – Guildford – Redhill – Victoria on the following 
dates, due to be hauled by Bulleid Merchant Navy Pacific 35028 
Clan Line: 
 
Saturday 22 September, Saturday 20 October, Friday 09 
November, Saturday 08 December, Saturday 15 December. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.uksteam.info/tours
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COMPETITION TIME! 
 
Can you name a passenger railway line which goes across an 
International Border, but does not connect with any other railway 
lines on either side? 
 
There may be more than one solution, but we can only think of 
one.    Answers to Claire by 20 September please, and there will 
be a small prize for the first correct answer drawn out of the hat. 
 
The winner of the competition in the last newsletter is Mike Tyrrell, 
who correctly worked out that it was a photograph of Haywards 
Heath station, and that the photo was taken from a hot air balloon.   
Thank you to everyone who entered a guess (drones were 
popular) and well done to those who guessed correctly.  
 
Mike, please do get in touch to arrange when we’ll next see you, 
so we can hand over your prize. 
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Branch Chairman 
 

Brian Read 
“Evercreech”,  
37 Pines Avenue 
Worthing   BN14 9JG  
Tel: 01903-200201 
 

ber88@btinternet.com 
 

Branch Secretary 
 

Steven Saunders 
85 Larkspur Drive 
Burgess Hill    RH15 0UL 
Tel: 01444 246379 
 

steven@claireandsteven.co.uk 
 

Branch Treasurer 
 

Tony Hobden 
10 Hangleton Grange 
Ferring   BN12 6QB  
Tel: 01903-501533 
 

antony.hobden@sky.com 
 

 

Membership Secretary 
 

John Buckland 
3 Highland Grange 
Beacon Road 
Crowborough   TN6 1AT 
Tel: 01892-655926 
 
johnlbuckland@sky.com 
 

Newsletter Editor 
 

Claire Wickes 
85 Larkspur Drive 
Burgess Hill    RH15 0UL 
Tel: 01444 246379 
 

claire.matineeclub@gmail.com 
 

Committee Members 
 

Phil Evans 
Alun Jones 
Ron Jones 
David Joyce 

 

 
 

Winter 2018/2019 Newsletter – looking forward…… 
Please ensure anything you wish to submit for the next issue of 
the Newsletter reaches the Newsletter Editor before 31 October 
2018.  All suggestions, comments and ideas for activities and new 
events are all gratefully received as well.  Thank you. 

mailto:ber88@btinternet.com
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