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Fight to save the TV Licence begins 
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NPC supporters 

gather outside 

Broadcasting 

House in  

London to 

protest over the 

BBC’s decision 

to means-test 

the TV licence 

from June 

2020 and to 

call on the 

government to 

take back the 

responsibility 

for funding the 

concession 

© Age UK 

P 
ensioners across 

the country have 

reacted angrily to 

the BBC’s decision to 

means-test the over 

75s’ TV licence from 

June next year, with 

many saying they will 

now refuse to pay. 

The corporation an-

nounced on 10 June 

plans to take away the 

free licence from 3.7m 

people, and in future 

only make it available to 

those on Pension Cred-

it. 

At the moment, that 

amounts to around 

900,000 people, with a 

further 1.3m pensioners 

who are eligible to claim 

Pension Credit, but 

have yet to do so. 

Just days after the 

BBC’s statement, the 

NPC organised a coach 

full of delegates from 

the annual Pensioners’ 

Parliament in Blackpool 

to demonstrate outside 

the broadcaster’s Media 

City in Salford. 

Protestors were joined 

by actor, Ricky Tomlin-

son. 

On the following Fri-

day, NPC groups across 

the UK staged over 20 

demos outside local 

BBC offices, involving 

around 1000 people. 

In London, campaign-

ers also stopped the 

traffic in Oxford Circus, 

and media reports of 

the campaign appeared 

in newspapers, on ra-

dio, TV and online. 

Jan Shortt, NPC gen-

eral secretary said: “We 

want the government to 

take back responsibility 

for funding the licence, 

but we also have to criti-

cise the BBC for choos-

ing probably the worst 

possible alternative.” 

“At a time when loneli-

ness among pensioners 

is reaching worrying 

levels and pensioner 

poverty has started to 

rise again, the govern-

ment needs to recog-

nise that it’s not the 

BBC’s job to fund wel-

fare policy.” 

Pressure is also 

mounting on Conserva-

tive leadership candi-

date, Boris Johnson to 

declare his support for 

the campaign, after his 

rival Jeremy Hunt said 

the government should 

continue funding the 

licence. 

A petition launched by 

Age UK and backed by 

the NPC has now 

reached well over half a 

million signatories, and 

a debate on the issue is 

expected in Parliament 

on 15 July. 

The NPC believes a 

number of Conservative 

MPs hold the key to 

overturning the govern-

ment’s decision and are 

planning to lobby them 

before the debate. 

More pressure will 

also be needed before 

the Autumn spending 

statement later in the 

year. 

“We have to win this 

campaign, because if 

we don’t, they will come 

for the winter fuel allow-

ance and the bus pass,” 

Ms Shortt warned. 
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Campaign 

Dates 

NPC Transport  

Conference 

Wednesday 18 

September, St Alo-

ysius Hall, Phoenix 

Road, Somers 

Town, London. 

More details to fol-

low 

 

Stop Press 
Pensions minister 

Guy Opperman has 

suggested the gov-

ernment could back 

a new independent 

pensions commis-

sion to address a 

whole host of retire-

ment issues.  

This comes as 

one in three people 

(35%) claimed to 

have stopped pay-

ing into a pension 

scheme over the 

past 12 months, 

mainly because 

they could no long-

er afford it.  

Auto-enrolment 

minimum pension 

contributions in-

creased in April to 

5% for employees 

and this has forced 

many to opt-out. 

Care in a “sea of inertia” 

T 
he government’s fail-

ure to get to grips with 

the escalating finan-

cial crisis in social care has 

put tens of thousands of old-

er and disabled people at 

risk of being denied basic 

support such as help with 

washing and dressing, care 

chiefs have warned. 

Without urgent guarantees 

over funding levels there was 

now a serious risk that local 

authorities would be forced 

to start decommissioning 

care services in the autumn. 

In the Association of Direc-

tors of Adult Social Services’ 

annual report they claimed 

that social care in England 

was adrift in a “sea of iner-

tia” caused by years of budg-

et cuts and Brexit-related 

Whitehall policy paralysis. 

“The system is not only 

failing financially, it is failing 

people,” it concluded. 

More than 100,000 of the 

1.4 million care workforce 

come from the EU, and there 

is a concern that after Brexit 

it would be harder to recruit 

EU nationals.  

Since 2010, £7.7bn has 

been cut from adult social 

care budgets in Eng-

land,  and on average coun-

cils will devote 38p of every 

pound they spend overall on 

adult social care this year – 

up from 34p in the pound in 

2010.  

Ron Douglas, NPC presi-

dent said: “While government 

delays releasing its plans for 

social care, thousands of 

older people and their fami-

lies are facing huge bills for 

care that should be funded 

by society as a whole, 

through some form of gen-

eral taxation.” 

Blackpool keeps right on 

T 
his year’s Pensioners’ 

Parliament in Black-

pool was widely seen 

as one of the most informa-

tive and passionate for some 

time. 

With the number of dele-

gates slowly increasing, in-

cluding many first time at-

tendees, the atmosphere of 

unity was galvanised by the 

BBC’s announcement on the 

future of the TV licence. 

There were keynote 

speeches on issues such as 

the environment, Windrush 

and Brexit as well as ses-

sions on digital exclusion, 

housing, fuel poverty, inter-

generational fairness, social 

care, transport and ageing 

without children. 

An excellent final session 

also featured Eddie Lynch, 

the Older People’s Commis-

sioner for N Ireland and 

northern MP, Emma Lewell-

Buck who took part in a 

question and answer session 

with delegates. 

Dot Gibson, NPC deputy 

general secretary said: “We 

are beginning to attract new, 

younger and more diverse 

pensioners along to the 

event, and this is helping to 

build and strengthen the 

movement.” 

“But there are significant 

financial challenges facing 

the future of the Pensioners’ 

Parliament at the Winter Gar-

dens which the NPC will have 

to consider.” 

A report was also made of 

the plan to change the name 

of the event next year to the 

National Pensioners’ Annual 

Convention.  

A report of this year’s event 

will be available shortly on 

the NPC’s website under the 

Events page or priced £1 

from the NPC office. 

T 
he NPC has 

now pro-

duced its 

first ever housing 

policy document, 

entitled Home, 

Sweet Home? 

The housing mar-

ket in Britain is bro-

ken and there is an 

urgent need for a 

large house build-

ing programme of 

good quality, suita-

ble and truly afford-

able accommoda-

tion for all the  

generations.  

Over 

the last 

few 

years, 

older   

people 

have 

often 

been         

por-

trayed as 

having unfairly 

amassed huge 

housing wealth to 

the detriment of 

younger  genera-

tions.  

In reality though, 

it is not older peo-

ple, but central gov-

ernment who have 

failed to deliver for 

those just starting 

out. 

This new NPC 

pamphlet is there-

fore essential for  

anyone who wants 

to know about 

housing and older      

people. 

Copies can be 

ordered from the 

NPC office priced 

£2 plus p&p. 

Sign a friend up to 

receive copies of 

the Campaign!  

E-Bulletin - simply 

send an email to: 

info@npcuk.org or 

follow us on  

Facebook and 

Twitter 

Home, 

Sweet 

Home? 


