
 

Loco Namine All BTPF members are invited to National Railway Museum at 
York on Tuesday 9* June 2020 for the Class 47 Loco naming ceremony. 
The Loco will be named British Transport Pensioners Federation with the logo. 
BTPF President M C Holmes OBE, will perform the unveiling ceremony at 11.30 

Next Committee Meeting 11.00 hours on Tuesday 14 January in the meeting 
room Platform 1/3 at Nottingham Station. 

Raffle Prizes Thanks to everyone who supports the raffle — this all helps to keep 
the membership fees down. Would anyone wishing to donate a prize please bring 

it along to the meeting on 22£1d January 2020. 

A Note from the Editor 
I think it is a privilege for me to edit YOUR Newsletter but for it to be truly your 
newsletter I need more material from our members. I am lucky that I get articles 
from a couple of members, but I would like more. 
There are plenty of subjects for an auricle long or short. Do not worry overly 
about the spelling, I am not good at spelling, bit my computer is! 
Come on in these long dark evenings put pen to paper and let me have your notes. 

Contributions for the Next Newsletter Submissions for the next edition of the 
newsletter should be sent to the Editor Colin Cowey before 13'* April 2020. 

This Newsletter is published by BTPF Nottingham & District Branch, edited, 
printed and distributed by Colin Cowey. 

. The next edition of the Newsletter will be circulated in April 2020. 

Useful Telephone Numbers 
Railway Staff Travel — ATOC — 0800 6521 700 
Railway Pensions — Darlington — 0800 2343 434 
The Railway Benefit Fund - 01270 251 316 

A primary school teacher tells her class that she is a Conservative. She then asks 
the class to put up their hands if they are Conservative too. Not really knowing 
what Conservative is, but wanting to be like their teacher, all the hands shoot up. 
There was however one exception. A girl named Lucy kept her hand down. 
The teacher asked her why she had decided to be different. 
Lucy replied “because I am not a Conservative”. Then asks the Teacher “what are 
you?” “I am a proud Socialist” boasts Lucy. 
The Teacher, a little perturbed and her face somewhat red, asks Lucy why she is a 
Socialist. 
“Well, I was brought up to do as much as I could for my fellow citizens and to 
trust good government to care for those who are too weak to care for themselves. 
My Dad and Mum are Socialists and I am a Socialist too.” 
The Teacher, now angry, says “That is no reason. What if your Mum was a moron 
and your Dad was a moron, what would you be then?” 
Lucy thinks for a moment and then says, “I suppose I would be a Conservative.” 
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 

Dear Retired Friends, 

I trust this finds you well as can be expected and ready for the 
Christmas and New Year Festivities! As 2020 Will be quite a unique and 
significant milestone in our lifetime, I think I can safely say that we will not be 
welcoming 2121 in 101 years’ time. 

I bumped into my local MP Ms Anna Soubry yesterday at a Christmas 
Fayre in the Village and took opportunity to introduce myself and explained 
the purpose and ethos of the BTPF which was well received, and She in turn 
reiterated how important it was to use our Democratic right to vote at the 
forthcoming General Election irrespective of political persuasion to ensure that 
the Senior Voice is represented locally and nationally! 

Looking forward to seeing those of you supporting Christmas 
Luncheon and hopefully again for the AGM and General Meeting in January. 

I met Colin Fraser Railway Chaplain at the Annual Service of 
Remembrance held at Derby station on 11* November, which I am pleased to 
say was very well attended with thirty plus in attendance! 

Thank you for your continuing support of the Branch and I would like 
to pass on my own personal Best Wishes to you and your families. 

Best Regards Vic Perrett 

The Chairman, Secretary, Editor and Branch Committee 
wish you and your families 

Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

No bad news to report in this newsletter 
We have 102 members in the Branch. 

2020 BTPF Subscrintions 

Subscriptions for 2020 become due on l’t January 2020. 
Please use the form sent with the September newsletter when making your 
payment for 2020. You may pay at the General Meeting on 22°d January. 

Colin Cowey, Membership Secretary. 
Dates of Next General Meetings 2020 
Wednesday 22•‘ January. Our Annual General Meeting will start at 10.30. 
The Speaker will be Colin Fraser the Railway Chaplain for our area. 

Wednesday 6th May 10.45 start, We will hear from Jim Freebury about his 
experience on the railway. 

Wednesday 23" September 10.45 start 

Please do your utmost to attend these meetings. 
All meetings will be held at the Nottingham Mechanics Institute, North 
Sherwood Street, Nottingham, NGl 4EZ. Meet from 10, 00. 

Railtrail is a company who organises quality escorted holidays by train in the 
UK and Europe. For those members with staff travel passes the holiday prices 
will be reduced to take account of these facilities. More information and 
brochures are available by telephone on 01538 382323 or by writing to 
Railtrail Tours Limited, 21 The Smithfield Centre, leek, ST13 5JW or via the 
web site ›‹ » \\ .l‘£Ii)1P14Il1.c‹›.in or by email to i icyon › i‹i*r:i iltru il.en.iik BTPF 

Members can obtain a 10% discount by using “BTPF10” when booking. 

Railway Employees & Public Transnort Association 2020 

REPTA membership for 2020 is £5.00 per year which includes free cover for 
the cost of replacement railway staff travel cards up to £45.00. Membership 
includes discount at various attractions. Also on request, a Love2Shop card 
which has to be registered on-line then gives you a 7°/» reduction at various 
High Street stores. Social activities include Warners weekend Friday 4* 
December 2020 at Thoresby Hall Hotel and the Royal Albert Hall tour and 
afternoon tea Tuesday 28* July 2020. Competitive car, buildings and contents 
insurance rates via our Broker, Alan Boswell Group. 
To join, please see Colin Rolle at the AGM on Wednesday 22°‘ January 2020 
or by post £7.00 or f12.00 for two people which includes postage and packing 
of the Yearbook. Please make cheques payable to REPTA and send to Colin 
Rolle 4 Brackmills Close, Forest Town, Mansfield, NG19 OPB. 

14 people attended the Branch Christmas Lunch at the Nottingham 
Mechanics on Wednesday 4* December. 
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What are senior citizens worth? 
With apologies to the author of ”What are Senior Citizens Worth” 
In my declining (reclining) years I have “Kid Knee” and “short site” problems, I 
spend my days trying to keep my children’s Moggie happy. I sit outside in a deck 
chair with my hospital stick with Racy Gracie watching her play with the squirrels 
and birds who come to fetch the peanuts and bird seed I have put out for them. 
Barleylands at Ruddington were I am is close to Rushcliffe Park from which small 
bushy tailed grey Squirrels come. 
In my long-ago youth, Ruddington was a country village, and a favourite place for 
a quiet cycle ride, and a sneaky visit to the village pub. 
Now is a place overloaded with traffic trying to avoid delays on the congested 
A46, and riding a bicycle must be a perilous experience on the busy and narrow 
country lanes. 
The “Structures and Outside Parties” Section at Furlong House and later at Derby 
seems a long time ago now. 
Congratulations to our long serving Membership Secretary who must be older than 
I am! 

John Hutchnson. 

A Good Read I have just finished reading “The Last British Dambuster” by 
George “Johnny” Johnson which I borrowed from my local Library. 
It is a remarkable story of the life of a man who was born in 1921 on a remote 
farm in Lincolnshire. His Mother died in 1924 and left George at the mercy of his 
father who was bully. 
George would walk a mile and a half to school. The Head Mistress was aware of 
the situation at home and she thought George would be better off at Lord 
Wandsworth Agricultural College in Hampshire. She arranged a place for him at 
the College. 
He did well at the College, he learnt a lot and made some good friends. 
When he was old enough, he felt that he would help out with the war effort and he 
joined the RAF. He was assigned to Bomber Command and was sent to the USA 
to train to be pilot, which he found he was not up to being a pilot so he trained as a 
gunner and a bomb aimer. 
On his return to England he joined a crew of a Lancaster, He made a number of 
bombing trips to Germany and Italy until his crew was assigned to d17 squadron 
where they had a few weeks of special training ground in preparation for the 
Dambusters Raids. 
He took part in the Dambusters Raids and continued his RAF career, gaining a 
number of promotions, until he was in his Sorties and left the RAF after turning 
down a posting. 
He then trained as a Teacher and taught at several schools before he retired, by 
which time all the other British Dambusters had died making him the last British 
Dambuster. 
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