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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Dear Friends
It seems only yesterday that I was writing my message for last Christmas, but here we are again.  The Festive season is only a few weeks away and time appears to fly faster as we get older!  I hope that you have remained in good health and 2019 has been kind to you.
On 6th November I attended a memorial service at Southwark Cathedral for Railway Workers.  This was to celebrate the Centenary of a Service held at St Paul’s Cathedral in May 1919 in the presence of HM King George 5th, to honour the railway workers who died for their country during World War One.  It was a very moving service with HRH The Duke of Gloucester in attendance.  The congregation consisted of active and retired staff, many in their uniform including High Visibility clothing.
I look forward to meeting those of you who will be attending our Christmas Lunch in Croydon.
With my best wishes for a joyful Christmas and a Happy New Year.  I hope that 2020 will be good to you all
With best wishes
Chris. Meredith Chairman

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS
OLD SOUTHERONIANS ASSOCIATION - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – WEDNESDAY 15th APRIL 2020 
The Old Southeronians Association Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 15th April 2020 starting at 1.00 pm at Woking Sports and Social Club.  Full details will appear in our Spring 2020 Newsletter.  Please put the date in your diary now.
All members are invited to attend.
CROYDON & EAST SURREY BRANCH – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING TUESDAY 21st APRIL 2020
The 56th Annual General Meeting of the Croydon and South East Branch will be held Clock Tower Café, Katharine Street, CROYDON (alongside Croydon Library) on Tuesday 21st April 2020 starting at 11 00 am.  It has been decided to hold the Annual General Meeting during the Coffee Morning which will take place as usual on this Tuesday.  Coffee Morning Members and all other Members will be warmly welcomed to attend this short meeting which will be held in the same area as the Coffee Morning group.  We hope by combining the two events that it will attract more Members to attend the AGM and to introduce members to our Coffee Morning venue.  Full details will appear in our Spring Newsletter.  Please put the date in your diary now.  All members are invited to attend.   
LUNCH GROUP

Fewer members will be attending our Christmas Lunch this year.  This is due to some of our usual guests having alternative plans but, alas, a few of our ‘regulars’ have passed away during the year.  They will be sadly missed.  As it is such a popular venue, we have arranged another visit Croydon Park Hotel on Tuesday 03rd March 2020 for their Buffet Lunch.  We hope those who were unable to attend in December will be able to get to Croydon Park Hotel on that date.  If you would like to attend on 03rd March please get in touch with Graham Harris for more details.  Even if you got to the Christmas Lunch you will be very welcome to come and join us in March.  The revisit to Croydon Park Hotel in March will be the first Lunch Group Meeting in 2020.  Places at this Buffet Lunch will be on a strictly ‘first come – first served’ basis.  When all places have been allocated your name will be added to a waiting list.  Our following Lunch Group Meeting will be at Ewell East Toby Carvery on Thursday 23rd April 2020.  Again, places are limited and it will be on a ‘first come-first served’ basis.  Please let Graham Harris know if you want to attend the Lunch Group meeting at Ewell East on 23 April. No deposit is required for Ewell East but you must have your place confirmed by Graham Harris to be able to attend.
 If you are not already on the Mailing list and want to join the Lunch Group it is easy to join.  Just contact Graham Harris (contact details appear on the front page of this Newsletter) and express your interest.  Your details will be added to the Lunch Group Members list and you will automatically be advised of dates and venues of future Lunch Group Meetings.  Again, we are really struggling to find suitable lunch venues and need details of restaurants that you have visited and can recommend that can cater for 30+ people at lunch time.  The Restaurant should be fairly near a railway station for those who may not be very mobile.
SOCIAL EVENTS AND OUTINGS
Members in Kent continue to meet up and have invited all Old Southeronians, who are able to get to their venues, to join them.   Here are the details of their ‘Get Together’ for 2020.   They usually meet in J.D.  Wetherspoon premises from 11 30 am onwards.   These are not organised events.   You are welcome to just turn up and join the group for a chat in a friendly atmosphere.
5th March - “The Thomas Waghorn” Chatham
9th April - “The West Gate Inn”, Canterbury (West) 
7th May - “Richmal Compton”, Bromley South
4th June - “The Railway”, Rainham
9th July -“The Mechanical Elephant”, Margate
10th September- “The Society Rooms”, Maidstone (E) 
10th October -
“Richmal Compton”, Bromley South
These are “Open” events, nothing is organised, all are welcome to just come along for a chat with old friends.  
For more information or directions to any of the venues please contact Ray Marlow - 01689 870012 or Rose Warren - 01795 473842
COFFEE MORNINGS 
Coffee Mornings are on the third Tuesday of every month in the Clock Tower Café, which is adjacent to Croydon Library in Katharine Street, Croydon, Surrey.    The Coffee Morning starts at 10.30 am and finishes at 12 00 (noon) but we suggest you get there earlier if you want to sit with a particular friend.  Although the Coffee Morning ends at 12 00 (noon) a number of those attending decide to stay and get very tasty lunch from the Café at a very reasonable price  
The dates for Coffee Mornings in 2020 are as follows:
	21st January
	18th February
	17th March

	21st April
	19th May
	16th June

	21 July
	18th August
	15th September

	20th October
	17th November
	15th December


RAMBLES IN 2020
The London West Branch has arranged a programme of Rambles for 2020 which can be found at the back of this Newsletter.  Everyone is welcome but please look at the details of the walks carefully to see the length and terrain and ensure that you will feel comfortable to complete the Ramble.
2020 OSA HOLIDAY – 18th May to 23rd May (inclusive)
A few places are available for our next year’s holiday, which will be based at The Tlh Toorak Hotel in Torquay for six days (five nights) from Monday 18th May to Saturday 23rd May 2020.
The cost is £555.00 per person and a deposit of £75.00 is required to secure a place.
If you are interested and require more information and details about the Insurance Acceptance Forms (see below) please contact Peter Blanthorn – e-mail pab700@gmail.com, telephone 01672 870493, address Moonraker, Rivar Road, Shalbourne, Wiltshire, SN8 3RR.  Please contact Peter today as there are only a very few places available.
Travel Insurance
Airedale Tours believe that it is important for you to be adequately insured to provide protection and peace of mind.  All who travel on our holidays are offered a complimentary travel insurance policy. It is important that all travellers satisfy themselves that the cover is appropriate for their needs and opt in to the policy by completing the paperwork we will supply. 
PLEASE NOTE We have been advised by our Insurers that those who wish to opt in to the Complimentary Insurance must provide their Insurance Acceptance Form with their deposit.  We cannot accept any Insurance Forms at a later date after the deposits have been received.  This also applies to any group members who may be added on after the initial deposits have been received.
MEMBERSHIP
The Croydon & South East Branch welcomes Edward Parsons as a new member.  We look forward to meeting Mr Parsons at our Social events.  It is with sadness that we record the death of the following members.  We send our condolences to Family and Friends.
Mr H.T. Hunter who lived in Wallington, Surrey
Mr E.L. Callum who lived in London W2
Mrs J. Macklin who lived in Catford, London SE6
Mr L.R. Smith who lived in Herne Hill, London SE24
Mr R.L. Barachone who lived in Croydon, Surrey
To those members who have lost their Partner we send our condolences.
To those members who have recently moved we wish you much happiness in your new home.
To those who are not feeling well at the moment we wish you a speedy recovery.  To those members who are looking after a Partner or Friend we thank you and hope you are getting all the support you need.  We wish all our members good health and happiness. 
If you or your Partner’s circumstances change in any way (Change of Name, Address, etc.) please advise Graham Harris (Membership Secretary).  Full contact details for Graham Harris are on the front page of the Newsletter.
MESSAGE FROM THE GOODWILL AND WELFARE SUB-COMMITTEE
A very important part of the sub-committee’s work is to review applications for grants to Members towards funeral expenses, the cost of installing stair-lifts, replacing boilers, washing machines or other unexpected ‘one off” expenses.
If you need any financial help or advice or you know of any other Member who might need help do not hesitate to contact your Branch Secretary, Peter Blanthorn (full contact details are on the first page of this Newsletter).  All applications are treated with the strictest confidentiality. 
LOST CONTACT
We are very sorry to have lost contact with the following Member.  If anyone knows the current whereabouts please let Graham Harris (Membership Secretary) know, or ask the person to get in touch.  
Mrs I.E. Cubitt formerly living in Croydon, Surrey
RECEIVING YOUR NEWSLETTER
The Croydon and London South South East Branch finances are able to stretch to paying for the cost of printing and posting newsletters to those who prefer to receive it in this format.  However, we really appreciate any donations received towards this ever-growing cost.  If you would like to make a one-off donation please send a cheque to Graham Harris, Membership Secretary – full address is shown on the front page of this Newsletter.  Cheques should be made payable to Old Southeronians Association – Croydon Branch.  
If you require a written acknowledgement of the donation it would be appreciated if you enclosed a stamped addressed envelope with your cheque.  Please do not send cash
The best method for us to get the Newsletter to you as quickly and cheaply as possible is by email.  This can be sent to any email address you choose.  To receive your Newsletter by email, please forward an email, with your full name and address, to Peter Blanthorn (pab700@gmail.com) who will add your details to the mailing list.  Please remember that your email address will never be shared with a third party unless you specifically request us to do so.
BACK TRACKING – The part of the Newsletter written by Members
By Philip Dee – OSA Croydon Branch Committee Member
Cheaper than chips
This summer we paid a visit to Thailand and having taken the night sleeper from Chang Mai in the north, we spent a number of days in Bangkok.  The tickets for the night sleeper were brought on the internet before we left the UK and we considered them to be cheap at around £30 each.  On the suggestion of a number of friends we made a day trip to Ayutthaya.  This is the ancient capital of Thailand and the city has many temples.  People refer to Ayutthaya as the ‘Angkor Wat’ of Thailand.  
We ambled up to the main station in Bangkok and queued for tickets.  The fares are based upon the type of train and there are many trains to choose from.  We had selected ‘ordinary’ trains for out and return journeys.  The 64 Km journey was the princely price of 15 Baht each for an unreserved third-class seat, about 39p each way.  The journey was two hours, however, the first 10 Km took around one hour as the line into Bangkok is being rebuilt.  No air conditioning and buffet wasn’t a problem.  Coaches had big windows and all of these were open and throughout the journey ladies wandered through the train with baskets of food and drinks for sale.  
As soon as we arrived in Ayutthaya, we negotiated with a tuk-tuk owner for a private tour around the temples.  Nearly five hours later in the 45oC heat, we were exhausted and returned to the station.  Having booked a later train, we exchanged our return tickets for an earlier train.   The chosen train was a ‘Rapid’ and in addition to the basic fare we had to pay a seat reservation fee and an enhanced fare.  It still took two hours despite being a Rapid.  The ticket office was clearly used to tourists and sold us 2nd class tickets without asking, these cost 65 Baht each (£1.70).   But we did get a 50% refund for our later tickets but I disregarded in my mind the loss of 40p.
Don’t be afraid to travel by train in Asia, it’s easy, cheap and fun.
Phil Dee
By Chris. Meredith – OSA Croydon Branch - Chair
Clan Line on The Apprentice
The Apprentice on BBC1 is not a programme that I’m in the habit of watching, however, I did watch the screening on Wednesday 20th November 2019 as it involved our locomotive 35028, Clan Line, hauling the ‘Belmond British Pullman’.  This train was formerly known as the ‘Orient Express’.  The locomotive is one of 30 ordered by the Southern Railway that were named after famous shipping companies that used their docks.   The Merchant Navy Locomotive Preservation Society, owners of Clan Line, were approached earlier in the year by Belmond who had received a request from BBC to provide a steam hauled train as part of the current series of The Apprentice.  The idea being for the competing candidates to arrange food and drink, plus entertainment, for a soft drinks firm and a travel agency on board the Pullman cars.
The date that the train ran was Sunday 26th May and, on the previous Friday, working volunteers of the society spent the day preparing and cleaning the locomotive.  On Saturday the film team, plus Lord Sugar, descended on Stewarts Lane Depot, Battersea and on Sunday the train ran on a four hour circular route from Victoria via the Surrey Hills.  I was part of the society crew who were on board the support coach which was marshalled next to the engine.  It was a surreal experience for us as we had been sworn to secrecy until after the programme was shown.  As a result, none of the usual spectators and photographers were out and about.  Even Platform 2 at Victoria was closed to the public by security staff.  During part of the journey we observed drones filming our progress.  It was good publicity for both the MNLPS  and Belmond and I understand all parties were pleased with the result.
Chris. Meredith   

EDITOR’S TAIL PIECE
I look forward to seeing you at one or more of the events outlined in this Newsletter.  Please don’t forget to get in touch with me if you move home or any of your personal circumstances change.   I hope you have an enjoyable Christmas and the Happiest New Year.  

Newsletter Editor/Membership Secretary 
Graham Harris

 PROGRAMME OF RAMBLES in 2020 
	Date
	Meeting place and time
	Walk notes

	Tuesday 10 March
	Meet Waterloo station 11.00 under the clock.
Leader David Milnthorpe
07906 810642/01344 441657
	5 mile (approx) Thames side walk to Bermondsey/Deptford. Flat no hills or stiles!
Café/pub en route.

	Tuesday 14 April
	Meet Witley station 11.00
Leader Neville Hodges
07477 635343
	6 mile linear walk to Godalming. Mainly woodland, no stiles. Some short steep hills (up and down). Refreshments available at end of walk (inc Wetherspoons).

	Tuesday 12 May
	Meet Eridge station 11.10
Leader John Parkin
020 8773 0048 or 
Trolleybus654@aol.com
	5.5 circular walk, spectacular views of sandstone outcrops (Harrisons Rock), high weald undulating countryside with oast houses. Picnic lunch. Pub at end.

	Tuesday 9 June
	Meet Christ Hospital station 10.45
Leader John Thompson
07850 311512
	7.5 miles linear walk to West Grinstead along former track bed. Picnic lunch. Vintage transport provided from end point to Haywards Heath station.

	Tuesday 14 July
	Meet Reading station 10.30 by ticket barrier platform 7 (near Three Guineas Pub) then
catch bus (service 2A).
Leader Roger Merrick
07802 417899
	5.5 mile walk from Burghfield Bridge (Kennet and Avon canal) to Reading Bridge (River Thames). Level walk, no stiles. Numerous eateries in Reading lunchtime and at end of walk.

	Tuesday 11 August

	Meet Haslemere station 10.30
Leaders David Milnthorpe
07906 810642/01344 441657
Colin Masters 07751 064428
	5/6 mile linear walk to Liphook across heathland and commons. Some short steep climbs one steep descent, uneven surfaces, one stile. Picnic.

	Tuesday 8 September
	Meet Kemble station 10.50
Leader Peter Trowbridge
07554 040258
	6 mile (approx) circular walk towards source of the Thames. Picnic lunch, pub end of walk.

	Tuesday  13 October
	Meet Cookham station  10.50
Leader Nick Hartnell
07769 970922/01256 816406
	6 mile (approx) linear walk to Marlow along the Thames. Picnic, numerous eateries in Marlow. 

	Tuesday 10 November
	Meet Brookwood station  11.00
Leader Ian Barnett
01252 681061  / 07934 467659
	4/5 mile linear walk along tarmac path Basingstoke canal to Woking, numerous eateries in Woking 

	Tuesday  24 November 
	Woking Railway club 11.30ish.
	End of season informal social- quiz, raffle  and buffet.


