
 INCLUDEPICTURE "https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/qMHGDW_lzDcoG_VO6vwB12MyD1HVZGLH7_c-khDO62bxtVQpIhyKm3JcI2fNq7JLNKqruZKt60RLxnu8ffll6azYhHBbJba1KwyKQn6SUHdBMLFYGBrwVUQNX0aMuG055d9z7Mr0" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


  OLD SOUTHERONIANS  ASSOCIATION   
CROYDON & SOUTH EAST BRANCH
Affiliated to the British Transport Pensioners Federation)
Website: http://www.btpf.org/croydon-and-south-east-branch/
Spring 2020 NEWSLETTER
   CHAIRMAN


SECRETARY 

         TREASURER

Chris. Meredith

Peter Blanthorn, 


John Parkin






Moonraker  Rivar Road,





Shalbourne MARLBOROUGH,





Wiltshire
SN8 3RR





Tel: 01672 870493





Mobile: 07799 233791 (On Days Out only)





Email: pab700@gmail.com
NEWS EDITOR/MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Graham Harris,
10 Arthur Court, Charlotte Despard Avenue
BATTERSEA, London, SW11 5JA
Tel: 020 7622 3523
Mobile: 07751 305514 (Office Hours only)
Email: osacroydon@hotmail.co.uk
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Dear Friends,
It seems only a short time ago since Christmas and now it is time to look forward to Spring and hopefully some improvement in the weather. I really hope that none of you have been affected by the recent storms and associated flooding with collateral damage.  Spring will bring lighter mornings and evenings and warmer weather, we hope.
This year the Old Southeronians Association Annual General Meeting will take place in Woking on Wednesday 15 April.  
By way of a change our Branch A.G.M. will be combined with coffee morning at Croydon Clocktower on Tuesday 21st April, this will give an opportunity for more of you to attend to voice your opinions and meet old friends perhaps. 
 The lunch group will be returning to Toby Carvery, Ewell East in April.  A Jamboree is being arranged on Tuesday 16th June when a boat trip is being arranged from Windsor.  All details of these events are on the following page.
Looking forward to seeing you at one or more of these events.
Best wishes


Chris. Meredith  - Chairman
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS
OLD SOUTHERONIANS ASSOCIATION - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – WEDNESDAY 15th APRIL 2020 
The Old Southeronians Association Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 15th April 2020 starting at 1.00 pm at Woking Sports and Social Club.  All Members are invited to attend. 

CROYDON & EAST SURREY BRANCH – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING TUESDAY 21st APRIL 2020
The 56th Annual General Meeting of the Croydon and South East Branch will be held at the Clock Tower Café, Katharine Street, CROYDON (alongside Croydon Library) on Tuesday 21st April 2020 starting at 11 00 am.  
This is the same day as our Coffee Morning and our Annual General Meeting will be held at the same venue starting at 11 00.  We have decided to amalgamate the two events so that the Meeting will be in less formal surroundings.  We hope to see more members attend our Annual General Meeting and take the opportunity of meeting members who usually attend the Coffee Morning.  All members are invited to attend both the Annual General Meeting and any Coffee Morning.
LUNCH GROUP
Our next Lunch Group Meeting will be at Ewell East Toby Carvery on Thursday 23rd April 2020.  Places are limited and it will be on a ‘first come-first served’ basis.  Please let Graham Harris know if you want to attend the Lunch Group meeting at Ewell East on 23 April. No deposit is required for this lunch but you must have your place confirmed by Graham Harris to be able to have lunch with the Group.
 It’s very easy to become a Member of the Lunch Group.  Just contact Graham Harris (contact details appear on the front page of this Newsletter) and express your interest.  Your details will be added to the Lunch Group Members list and you will automatically be advised of dates and venues of future Lunch Group Meetings.  We are always pleased to hear from Members about suitable lunch venues.  Let Graham Harris know details of restaurants that you have visited and can recommend that can cater for 30+ people at lunch time.  The Restaurant should be fairly near a railway station for those who may not be very mobile.
SOCIAL EVENTS AND OUTINGS
Members in Kent have been enjoying social get-together’s already this year and a programme has been organised for the rest of the year.  All Members are invited to join them.  They usually meet in J.D.  Wetherspoon premises from 11 30 am onwards. These are not organised events.   You are welcome to just turn up and join the group for a chat in a friendly atmosphere.  Below are the details of their ‘Get-Together’s for the remainder of 2020.
GET TOGETHERS IN KENT
9th April - “The West Gate Inn”, Canterbury (West) 
7th May - “Richmal Compton”, Bromley South
4th June - “The Railway”, Rainham
9th July -“The Mechanical Elephant”, Margate
10th September- “The Society Rooms”, Maidstone (E) 
10th October -
“Richmal Compton”, Bromley South
These are “Open” events, nothing is organised, all are welcome to just come along for a chat with old friends.  
For more information or directions to any of the venues please contact Ray Marlow - 01689 870012 or Rose Warren - 01795 473842
COFFEE MORNINGS 
Coffee Mornings are held in the Clock Tower Café which is adjacent to Croydon Library in Katharine Street, Croydon, Surrey.  The Coffee Morning is on the third Tuesday of every month and starts at 10.30 am and finishes at 12 00 (noon).  Arrive early if you want to sit with a particular friend as it is a very popular event.  Although the Coffee Morning ends at 12.00 (noon) you can stay and get a very enjoyable lunch from the Café at competitive prices.
The Coffee Morning dates for the remainder of 2020 are as follows:
	21st April
	19th May
	16th June

	21 July
	18th August
	15th September

	20th October
	17th November
	15th December


RAMBLES IN 2020
The London West Branch has arranged a programme of Rambles for 2020 and Members have already enjoyed their first outing of the year.  Details of the remaining Rambles for 2020 can be found at the back of this Newsletter.  Everyone is welcome but please look at the details of the walks carefully to see the length and terrain and ensure that you will feel comfortable to complete the Ramble.
2020 OSA HOLIDAY – 18th May to 23rd May (inclusive)
A few places are still available our holiday, which will be based at The Tlh Toorak Hotel in Torquay for six days (five nights) from Monday 18th May to Saturday 23rd May 2020.
The cost is £555.00 per person and, if you want to attend, Full Payment is required to secure a place.
If you are interested and require more information and details about the Insurance Acceptance Forms (see below) please contact Peter Blanthorn – e-mail pab700@gmail.com, telephone 01672 870493, address Moonrakers, Rivar Road, Shalbourne, Wiltshire, SN8 3RR.  Please contact Peter today as there are only a very few places available.
Travel Insurance
Airedale Tours believe that it is important for you to be adequately insured to provide protection and peace of mind.  All who travel on our holidays are offered a complimentary travel insurance policy. It is important that all travellers satisfy themselves that the cover is appropriate for their needs and opt in to the policy by completing the paperwork we will supply. 
PLEASE NOTE We have been advised by our Insurers that those who wish to opt in to the Complimentary Insurance must provide their Insurance Acceptance Form with their deposit.  We cannot accept any Insurance Forms at a later date payment has been received.  This also applies to any group members who may be added on after the initial deposits have been received.
MEMBERSHIP
The Croydon & South East Branch has not had any new members join this year, so far.  It is with sadness that we have to report the death of the following Members and send our condolences to Family and Friends.
Mr Roy Barnaschone who lived in Waddon, Surrey
Mrs Irene Eastleigh who lived in Erith, Kent
Mr Norman Mangold who lived in Tonbridge, Kent
Mrs Caroline Wilson who lived in Gravesend, Kent
Mr Simon Fleming who lived in Horley, Surrey
Miss Joan Brigden who lived in Faversham, Kent
Mr H.E. Lockett who lived in Purley, Surrey
Mr Daniel Ward who lived in Norwood, South East London
Mr W.A. Wren who lived in Dorking, Surrey
Mr Roy Bennett who lived in Herne Bay, Kent (Former Branch Secretary and Branch President of the Kent Branch)
To those members who have recently moved we wish you much happiness in your new home.
To those who are not feeling well at the moment we wish you a speedy recovery.  To those members who are looking after a Partner or Friend we thank you and hope you are getting all the support you need.  We wish all our members good health and happiness.  With the current illnesses that are going around we ask you to take extra precautions when out and about and remember to wash your hands frequently. 
If you or your Partner’s circumstances change in any way (Change of Name, Address, etc.) please advise Graham Harris (Membership Secretary).  Full contact details for Graham Harris are on the front page of the Newsletter.
TRAVEL
FIP ADJACENT CARRIERS RULE
A FIP regulation states that If a coupon has been part-used on a carrier adjoining or bordering the country of issue, it may not be used again for any further journeys on this carrier after a return journey has been made to the country of issue. For many years the definition of the carriers adjoining or bordering Britain has listed SNCF, SNCB, NS, NIR, and CIE (France, Belgium, Holland, Northern Ireland, and the Republic of Ireland). 
The definition of the carriers adjoining or bordering Britain has been amended and now only lists EIL (Eurostar), StL (Stena Line – North Sea) and SLL (Stena Line – Irish Sea).
Coupons issued for travel on SNCF, SNCB, NS, NIR, CIE which are part-used may be used after the return journey has been made to Britain (providing they are still within the 3-month period of validity, and there are unused date boxes).
This is effective from the date of publication of this notice.
OYSTER CARDS
For those of you who have a Privilege Oyster Card, don’t forget to update it with your New Staff travel Card details.  This can be done at any staffed London Underground Station or Travel Centre.
EDITOR’S TAIL PIECE
I hope that you will be able to attend the Annual General Meetings.  We have arranged to hold our AGM on the same day and location as our Coffee Morning.  Why not come along and have a cuppa and meet old friends.  Please don’t forget to get in touch with me if you move home or any of your personal circumstances change.  
Newsletter Editor/Membership Secretary 
Graham Harris
 PROGRAMME OF RAMBLES in 2020 
	Date
	Meeting place and time
	Walk notes

	Tuesday 14 April
	Meet Witley station 11.00
Leader Neville Hodges
07477 635343
	6-mile linear walk to Godalming. Mainly woodland, no stiles. Some short steep hills (up and down). Refreshments available at end of walk (inc Wetherspoons).

	Tuesday 12 May
	Meet Eridge station 11.10
Leader John Parkin
020 8773 0048 or 
Trolleybus654@aol.com
	5.5 circular walk, spectacular views of sandstone outcrops (Harrisons Rock), high weald undulating countryside with oast houses. Picnic lunch. Pub at end.

	Tuesday 9 June
	Meet Christ Hospital station 10.45
Leader John Thompson
07850 311512
	7.5 miles linear walk to West Grinstead along former track bed. Picnic lunch. Vintage transport provided from end point to Haywards Heath station.

	Tuesday 14 July
	Meet Reading station 10.30 by ticket barrier platform 7 (near Three Guineas Pub) then
catch bus (service 2A).
Leader Roger Merrick
07802 417899
	5.5 mile walk from Burghfield Bridge (Kennet and Avon canal) to Reading Bridge (River Thames). Level walk, no stiles. Numerous eateries in Reading lunchtime and at end of walk.

	Tuesday 11 August

	Meet Haslemere station 10.30
Leaders David Milnthorpe
07906 810642/01344 441657
Colin Masters 07751 064428
	5/6-mile linear walk to Liphook across heathland and commons. Some short steep climbs one steep descent, uneven surfaces, one stile. Picnic.

	Tuesday 8 September
	Meet Kemble station 10.50
Leader Peter Trowbridge
07554 040258
	6 mile (approx.) circular walk towards source of the Thames. Picnic lunch, pub end of walk.

	Tuesday 13 October
	Meet Cookham station 10.50
Leader Nick Hartnell
07769 970922/01256 816406
	6 mile (approx.) linear walk to Marlow along the Thames. Picnic, numerous eateries in Marlow. 

	Tuesday 10 November
	Meet Brookwood station 11.00
Leader Ian Barnett
01252 681061 / 07934 467659
	4/5-mile linear walk along tarmac path Basingstoke canal to Woking, numerous eateries in Woking 

	Tuesday 24 November 
	Woking Railway club 11.30ish.
	End of season informal social- quiz, raffle and buffet.


