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Newcastle & Darlington Retired Rail staff 
(Affiliated to The British Transport Pensioners’ Federation) 

 
Chairperson: Walter Clarke. 6 Laburnum Avenue, Walkerville, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. NE6 4PP  

email: newdarlretiredrailstaff@gmail.com. Mobile / Text: 07866 268637. or WhatsApp   
 

Secretary: John Carpenter. 29 Abbots Way, Whickham. NE16 4DB Tel. 0191 4883507 
 

 

First of all, it is hoped all members are keeping fit and well 
This issue is to bring members up to date with matters arising due to the current 
circumstances. 

NOVEMBER MEETING 
 

Due to the current government restrictions regarding members gathering together, the 
AGM / Quarterly meeting due to be held on Thursday 5th November 2020 has been 
cancelled. 
 

XMAS LUNCH 
 
It is with a heavy heart that we have to announce that the Xmas lunch due to be held 
in December will also have to be cancelled. It had been hoped to have the lunch at 
the Bowls Club, but due to the uncertainty as to what is going to happen in the next 
few weeks the usual arrangements cannot be made. It is with great regret that this 
has to be done, probably the first time since the Xmas lunch became part of the club 
activities. 
We have spoken to Sharon at the Bowls Club and she is quite happy to have an 
afternoon function after the turn of the year – what form this will take has yet to be 
decided.  
 

CLUB HISTORY 
 
Whilst reading through club records, it was interesting to note that at the club AGM 
meeting 5th November 1998 it was mentioned that the club was now nearing the time 
of 50 years as a branch and federation. Mr Ron Spokes the then Chairman read from 
the minutes of the first meeting. 
“It was noted therein that the reason for the formation of our Branch was to secure 
increased Superannuation allowances”. 
From the records available there are minutes going back to meetings held in 1954/55 
when the club was known as British Railways Superannuation Association, Newcastle 
and District Branch. 
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NEWS OF MEMBERS 
 
Thanks to Bob Ellison our previous Secretary for keeping us up to date with news 
about members. We should also say “Happy Birthday” to Bob who recently celebrated 
his 97th Birthday. 
 
Fred Davids who previously looked after our finances has had a stroke. It is under 
stood that Fred is out of Hospital and recovering at home. This is Fred’s second 
stroke, his first one was about a year ago. 
 
Marjory Philipson has been unwell and had a spell in Hospital however we are 
pleased to see Marjory is now out of Hospital and is recuperating at the moment. 
 

MR. HOMER MICHAELIDES 
 
Members may like know that Homer the former owner of the Old Assembly Rooms 
passed away in Cyprus on the 21st September 2020. Mr. Michaelides was brought 
back to England and a Service was held in St John the Baptist Church Grainger 
Street Newcastle followed by an internment at St. Mary’s Cemetery Whitley Bay. As 
members will know we saw Homer every year at our Xmas lunch and it is nice to think 
that we were able to thank him at last year’s lunch. 
 
It only remains to wish members (hopefully) a merry Xmas and a happy New Year 
and in the words of Vera Lynn “We will meet again sometime, somewhere.” 
 
 
 
 

 


