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Newcastle & Darlington Retired Rail staff 
(Affiliated to The British Transport Pensioners’ Federation) 

 
Chairperson: Walter Clarke. 6 Laburnum Avenue, Walkerville, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. NE6 4PP  

email: newdarlretiredrailstaff@gmail.com. Mobile / Text: 07866 268637. or WhatsApp   
 

Secretary: John Carpenter. 29 Abbots Way, Whickham. NE16 4DB Tel. 0191 4883507 
 

**************************** 
 

First of all, it is hoped all members are keeping fit and well. 
This edition is to bring members up to date as to where we stand at present. 
 

MARCH MEETING 
 
As members would expect the Quarterly meeting due to be held on Thursday 4th 
March 2021 is cancelled, due to the current ongoing circumstances. Hopefully we will 
be able to hold a meeting in June 2021 date to be confirmed. 
 

CLUB MATTERS 
 
As members will be aware, we were only able to have two meetings last year in 
March and June. 
As we were unable to hold our AGM in November, this is a brief resume of events 
from our last IN TOUCH up to the present time. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
During 2020 seven of our members passed away. Mr. E. Ewbanks in February,  
Mr. L. Campbell and Mr. P. Dawson in May, Miss. D. Middlemiss in June and  
Mr. R. Manning in July. 
Since the last IN TOUCH, we lost a further two members Mr. Brian Wilkinson who 
worked in the old District and Divisional Offices in Newcastle and the Civil Engineers 
Forth Banks.  
Miss. Rhoda Coulson who had for many years being Secretary to what in the 1960s 
was the District Operating Superintendent and later the Divisional Manager. Both 
passed away in December 2020. 
 
We gained five new members during the year, Mr. M. Charlton, Mr. P. Charlton,  
Mr. D. Holmes, Mr. J. Pearson and Mr A. Wake. 
As of the 31st December 2020 we had 117 members, over 40 of whom receive IN 
TOUCH via email. If any further members wish to receive IN TOUCH via email, 
please contact our Chairperson his contact details are at the top of the page. 
 
Mr Bob Callaghan has been unwell recently and is on a course of treatment, we wish 
him well. 
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 
 
Mr Michael Trotter appeared in an article in the Sunday Sun in January. This interview 
had taken place in the RVI Newcastle where Michael had been taken suffering from 
the effects of COVID 19. He was full of praise for the superb care and attention he 
had received from the staff at the RVI. He also stressed that no one should 
underestimate the effect of COVID 19. 
It is pleasing to report that Michael is at home recuperating.  
 
On a happier note, Mr Chris Cubitt featured prominently in an edition of Most Scenic 
Railways Journey on channel 5 Friday 21st February. This episode was titled Lakes 
and Dales and was of a trip on the Northern Bell, hauled by Steam Loco 6201 
(Princess Elizabeth). Chris was interviewed on the footplate on a couple of occasions. 
Whilst not driving of course!! 
 

MR BOB ELLISON 
 
It is with great regret to report that Bob Ellison passed away in Hospital on Monday 
15th February 2021. 
Those who knew him well will be aware Bob had led a full and busy life. A long 
serving railwayman Bob finished his career as Operating Assistant at Heaton Depot. 
He also had a lively WW2 service serving with the Durham Light Infantry and featured 
in a book on the history of the Regiment. 
Bob was a long serving Secretary for 27 years November 1984 to November 2011. 
 
The funeral arrangements are Tuesday 9th March 10:15 at St Marys and St Cuthbert 
Church, Chester-le-Street. It is understood due to the current restrictions it will be a 
largely family funeral. 
 
 

 


